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Living Covenant-Love: A special relationship between God and his people was

created with Abraham and Moses. This relationship was two-way. God would

look after and guide his people. God's people would listen to and obey certain
laws. The first 5 books of the Old Testament (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,

Numbers and Deuteronomy) express what is required by both parties to live this

Covenant. Today's reading explores the ‘Covenant code’ and what social

behaviours are required by God. Strangers (foreigners), widows and orphans

have no protection of family or friends. But God loves them, so we are to love,
include and provide for them.

[Q]: Who are the equivalent of aliens, widows and orphans today? Are you living
in ‘covenant-love’ with them?

Don’t Keep their Cloak: Jewish people were not to demand interest. They

developed the practice of a pledge to ensure repayment. As a safeguard, God

stated a poor person was not to go cold at night without his cloak. Certain
measures were in place to protect the dignity of the poor.

[Q]: How could you relate this to your life today?

Be an Example: Paul continues his praise of the community at Thessaloniki.

Despite Paul and the other teachers being forced to leave them because of

persecution, the community continued to imitate Paul's example and the news

of their faith spread to other communities.

[Q]: Have you ever had someone inspirational leave you and yet you decided
to continue their example? Who has done this for your faith journey? What
happened? How could you pay it forward?

God AND Neighbour: Jesus is again forced into an argument with religious

leaders. Pharisees decide to attack Jesus’ knowledge of the Law. Jewish people

had summarised all the laws of the first 5 books of the Old Testament into 613

laws. All were to be observed. Some were interpreted as ‘heavy—very important’

and some were thought of as ‘light—not as important’. Surprisingly, Jesus took

a ‘heavy law’ and a ‘light law’ and said they were intimately linked. Love God

AND Neighbour. Jewish people interpreted ‘neighbour’ as fellow Israelites.

Jesus’ teaching pushed ‘neighbour’ to include everyone — especially the poor.

Everyone is to be treated as belonging to ‘yourself’ — as family!

[Q]: How does your love get limited? Why? Who gets excluded? Can you
glimpse the heart of the Gospel in this brief statement?

Sunday AND Monday: A common criticism of the prophets in the Old Testament

was that love of God was celebrated in the temple with sacrifices and gifts —

Sunday worship. But it stopped there. They cried: what God wants is mercy, not

sacrifices. Christianity is not lived on Sunday alone!

[Q]: How could you show more clearly a Sunday AND Monday discipleship?

*%

Pray, Reflect, Grow with the Sunday Readings at www.livingtheword.org.nz

PG €9 05D €2 05> €2 05> €2 55> €2 053 €2 55D €2 5D €2 5D €2 5D p > fop

On 7™"October, Pope Leo gave an address to open the meeting of Church leaders, gathered
to look at “AMORIS LAETITIA: PROCLAIMING the GOSPEL with FAMILIES TODAY", an
Exhortation given 10 years ago, by Pope Francis. | found Leo’s address to be extraordinary;
being overwhelmed by its powerful message, | now share his message as best | can within
this forum. —John P. Murray osa

At the beginning of his own pontificate, Pope Francis again placed the family at the heart of a synodal
process, recognising the need to continue the Church’s discernment in the face of profound changes
affecting an area so closely linked to her mission in the world today. That journey led, ten years ago,
to the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia.

In this regard, the Church has continued along the path indicated by the Second Vatican Council.
When the Fathers of the Council placed the dignity of marriage and the family at the beginning of
the second part of Gaudium et Spes, they recognised that family life offers a privileged point of entry
into the great cultural, economic, social and political questions of our time, including the work of
promoting peace among peoples. The interdependence of these questions has become even more
evident today, always under the light of God’s Word: “God made them male and female.’ For this
reason, a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife” (Mk 10:6-7). The family
remains key to an approach that holds together the local and the global, guided by the search for a
universal fraternity in Christ that the Gospel calls us to build with everyone. This history of more than
half a century places upon our meeting a particular responsibility as Shepherds, as the synodal
vocation of the whole Church continues to unfold.

In my message on the 10" anniversary of Amoris Laetitia, | recalled that “there are, in fact, places
and circumstances in which the Church ‘can become the salt of the earth’ only through the lay faithful
and through families.” Indeed, Amoris Laetitia invites us to take seriously this vocation and
responsibility. Families themselves participate in the Church’s mission in the ordinary fabric of their
lives, through love and fidelity, care and forgiveness, the education of children, their efforts in
transmitting faith, attention to the elderly and the vulnerable, and the many ways in which they serve
their communities and society. In all these ways, families bear witness to the Gospel and contribute
to the life and the mission of the Church.

... to be continued ...
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CALENDAR

Monday
October 26
Weekday
Eph 4:32-5:8
Lk 13:10-17

Tuesday
October 27
Weekday
Eph 5:21-33
Lk 13:18-21

Wednesday
October 28
Sts. Simon and
Jude, Apostles
Eph 2:19-22
Lk 6:12-16

Thursday
October 29
Weekday
Eph 6:10-20
Lk 13:31-35

Friday
October 30
Weekday
Phil 1:1-11
Lk 14:1-6

Saturday

October 31

Weekday
Phil 1:18b-26
Lk 14:1,7-11

Sunday
November 1
All Saints
Rv7:2-4,9-14
1Jn3:1-3
Mt 5:1-12a

COMMUNION

We are the Body of Christ. This is who we are as Church. It is our
profound mystery that we take and eat, take and drink at
Communion. In doing so, we give expression to our identity.

If we are not in communion with the Catholic Church, it makes no
logical sense for those to receive because simply, it is not their
identity.

If you are Buddhist, from another Christian tradition or just our
welcome guest, please feel free to come forward, not to receive
communion but to ask for a blessing.

The simple practice of asking for a blessing is through the bodily
posture of bowing one’s head and crossing one’s arms across
one’s chest when before the minister distributing communion.

If you are a parent with a child not receiving Communion, please
take personal responsibility in asking the minister for a blessing for
your child.

John P. Murray osa
Pastoral Leader, 10 am Mass Community

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASS

EVERY SUNDAY AFTER MASS, EVERYONE IS CORDIALLY
INVITED TO JOIN US FOR A SIMPLE MORNING TEA OR
COFFEE, IN THE ASSUMPTION SUKSA SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
AREA (on the right-hand side of the cathedral). DO ENJOY,
HAVE A CHAT AND MEET YOUR FELLOW PARISHIONERS.
ALL ARE WELCOME. ALWAYS.

Our website:
www.assumptioncathedralbkk.orqg

ASSUMPTION CATHEDRAL

23 Oriental Avenue (Charoenkrung Soi 40)
Bangrak, Bangkok 10500

Thailand

Tel: 0-2234-4592, 0-2234-8556, 0-2233-7120
Fax: 0-2234-3414

PASTOR:
Rev. Ignatius Adisak Somsaengsuang

ASSISTANTS:

Rev. Peter Somphop Ruengwuthichanapuech
Rev. Peter Kittisak Kitsamret

MASS SCHEDULE:

Mon-Fri :  Thai 06:00 hrs.

Sat : Thai 06:00; 17:00 novena followed
by mass

Sun : Thai 07:00; 08:30 and 17:00 hrs.

English 10:30 hrs.

BAPTISM:

Thai : First Sunday during 8:30 am mass.
English : Second Sunday during or after
10:30am mass.

CONFESSION:

Sundays : Before all masses (Thai).
English before 10:30 am mass.

CATHOLIC CENTER:

For religious articles, please visit the center
opposite the entrance of the Cathedral.

Opening Hours:

Mon-Fri : 08:30 — 17:00 hrs.
Sat & Sun : 08:30 — noon
Public holidays : Closed

Good News!

October 25, 2026
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Exodus 22:20-26 / 1 Thessalonians 1:5¢-10 /
Matthew 22:34-40

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

“Love makes the world go 'round.” Or another saying:
“Love is all you need.” Love, so necessary, so welcome,
and seemingly so elusive. How can something be so
needed, so valued, and so treasured and at the same
time be so rare and even, at times, so difficult? Philos-
ophers, poets, and scribes all provide different insights,
each capturing something of the truth yet remaining
somehow incomplete.

Jesus changes the context: love understood not as
a feeling or as an emotion, but as a commandment. In
God’s kingdom, love is not something you pursue or
something you hope to find. Living in God's kingdom,
love is something you do. It is core; it is essential. It is
how you live. It is how you form your judgments and
perceptions. It is what energizes your choices and your
decisions.

We come closer and closer each day to loving God
fully when we understand the need to embrace the “un-
spoken” commandment: “[Jesus said,] ‘For whoever
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for my sake will find it™ (Matthew 16:25). ®
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PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS ENEAIESIND

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty
Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.

HOLY (No. 263)

PLEASE KNEEL

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (No. 264)

DOXOLOGY |[HM=SI=gSyF\Iv

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

GREAT AMEN (No. 387)

COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (No. 387)

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that,
by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

LAMB OF GOD (No. 390)

PLEASE KNEEL

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed
are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION: MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE (No. 828)
WE REMEMBER (No. 681)

FINAL: SALVE REGINA (No. 880) W= ¥SI=gSyy\\NIs)

30" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year A)
Sunday, 25 October 2026

ENTRANCE: LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING (No. 641) [{u=XS{=gS3¥\\I»)

INTRODUCTORY RITE

Priest: | confess to almighty God,

All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in
my words, in what | have done, and in what | have failed to do;

—and, striking their breast, they say —

Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Therefore | ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting
life.

All: Amen.

KYRIE, ELEISON / LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie, eléison,(2). Christe, eléison, (2). Kyrie, eléison, (2).
GLORY TO GOD

Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, on earth peace to people of good will.
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us,
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayers;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R)

FIRST READING: Ex 22:20-26
A reading from the Book of Exodus:

Thus says the LORD: "You shall not molest or oppress an alien, for you were once aliens
yourselves in the land of Egypt. You shall not wrong any widow or orphan. If ever you
wrong them and they cry out to me, | will surely hear their cry. My wrath will flare up, and
I will kill you with the sword; then your own wives will be widows, and your children
orphans.




[2]

"If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors among my people, you shall not act
like an extortioner toward him by demanding interest from him. If you take your
neighbor's cloak as a pledge, you shall return it to him before sunset; for this cloak of
his is the only covering he has for his body. What else has he to sleep in? If he cries out
to me, | will hear him; for | am compassionate."

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 18: | LOVE YOU, LORD, MY STRENGTH
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| love you, Lord, my strength.
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1. Ilove you, O LORD, my strength, O LORD, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer. (R)
2. My God, my rock of refuge, my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold!
Praised be the LORD, | exclaim, and | am safe from my enemies. (R)
3. The LORD lives and blessed be my rock! Extolled be God my savior.
You who gave great victories to your king
and showed kindness to your anointed. (R)

SECOND READING: 1 Thes 1:5¢-10
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians:

Brothers and sisters: You know what sort of people we were among you for your sake.
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the word in great affliction,
with joy from the Holy Spirit, so that you became a model for all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia. For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth not only
in Macedonia and in Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has gone forth, so that
we have no need to say anything. For they themselves openly declare about us what
sort of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the
living and true God and to await his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead,
Jesus, who delivers us from the coming wrath.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA [QNSNISgSypa\[»)
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. (Repeat)

All: Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord,
and my Father will love him and we will come to him.

[31]
GOSPEL: Mt 22:34-40

Priest: The Lord be with you. All: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the Good News according to Matthew. All: Glory to you, Lord.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, and one of them, a scholar of the law tested him by asking, "Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?" He said to him, "You shall love the Lord, your
God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and
the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."”

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PLEASE BE SEATED

THE APOSTLES’ CREED [WN=rXS1=gSyW NI,

Priest: | believe in God,

All: the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL.:
“Lord, hear your people.”

PLEASE BE SEATED

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY: LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE (No. 764)
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