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A ‘Cyrus’ Event: Cyrus was the King of Persia. He conquered Babylon and
decreed that all Jewish exiles could return home and practise their religion.
God'’s people saw God'’s power at work in this amazing event. God can use even
a powerful pagan King (Cyrus) to deliver his chosen people.

[Q]: Is there some area of your life — a difficulty at work ... an obstacle in your
family — which you think of as impossible to change? Be invited to pray for
a ‘Cyrus event’!

There Is No Other: In ancient times a belief existed of different countries having

different gods, and the power of these gods was territorial. Hence, the gods of

Babylon would operate in Babylon. The God of Israel would operate in Israel.

This event of liberation from Babylon marked a significant turning point in

understanding. God is all powerful. Over all countries. Over all kings. There is

no other!

[Q]: Does your life reveal a trust and relationship with God who can ‘force
gateways before him that their gates be closed no more'? What gate would
you pray to be opened in your life?

Faith, Labour, Hope: When Paul began his preaching in Thessalonica he met

resistance from the Jews. He turned to the Greeks in this important Roman city.

Upset, the Jewish leaders chased him and others out of town. He sent Timothy

back to learn how the Church of God was coping with the persecution. He

congratulates them on their endurance.

[Q]: Is there a particular persecution you face in following Christ? Are you
working on your faith, labouring in love, enduring in hope? If Timothy was
to arrive at your door, what would you share with him?

The Tax Trap: A surprising partnership of Pharisees (who resist Roman

authority) and Herodians (who partner with Herod and the Roman authorities)

attack Jesus. It is a carefully staged question about paying the poll or census
tax. Everyone aged between 12 and 65 was required to pay 1 day’s wages to

Rome. If Jesus said ‘yes’ to the tax, he would be disloyal to the Jews and lose

favour with the people. If he said ‘no’, he would be seen as opposing Rome and

be arrested as a revolutionary. Many Jews even refused to carry Roman coins,
as a sign of resistance. In a dramatic twist Jesus invites them to show the coin

— which reveals they do carry it — and ‘accept the system’.

[Q]: What is your view on the tax question: a burden imposed, or a blessing to
give so we have justice and peace? Does your life have the right ordering
of civil obedience and obedience to God?

Change Challenge: Remember we are on an end-of-year journey to the Feast

of Christ the King (in one month’s time). The hidden question in the Liturgy is:

would we be found ready? Are you ready?
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Pray, Reflect, Grow with the Sunday Readings at www.livingtheword.org.nz
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WORLD MISSION DAY 2026 — 18™ OCTOBER — HIGHLIGHTS FROM POPE LEO’S MESSAGE

I have chosen the theme “One in Christ, united in mission.” This requires hearts united in Christ,
reconciled communities and, in everyone, a willingness to cooperate with generosity and trust.

1. Onein Christ — Missionary disciples united in him and with our brothers and sisters

The mystery of union with Christ lies at the heart of mission. Before his Passion, Jesus prayed to the
Father, “... that they may all be one; as you, Father, are in me and | am in you, may they also be in us”
(Un 17:21). These words reveal Jesus’ deepest desire, as well as the identity of the Church as a
community of his disciples. Being a Christian is not primarily about practices or ideas; it is a life in union
with Christ, in which we share in his filial relationship with the Father in the Holy Spirit.

So, the Church’s primary missionary responsibility is to renew and sustain spiritual and fraternal unity
among its members. In many situations, we encounter conflicts, polarisation, misunderstandings and a
lack of mutual trust. When this occurs, it undermines our witness. The evangelising mission that Christ
entrusted to his disciples requires, above all, hearts that are reconciled and eager for communion. Being
“one in Christ” calls us to keep our gaze fixed on the Lord, so that he may truly be at the centre of our
lives and communities. Therefore, the more united we are in Christ, the better able we will be to carry
out together the mission that he entrusts to us.

2. United in mission — That the world may believe in Christ the Lord

The unity of disciples is directed towards mission. It is through the witness of a reconciled, fraternal
and united community that the proclamation of the Gospel acquires its full communicative power.

Unity in mission means safeguarding and nurturing the spirituality of communion and missionary
cooperation. Missionary unity should not be understood as uniformity, but rather as the convergence of
different charisms for the same purpose; namely, to make Christ’s love visible and to invite everyone to
encounter him.

3. Mission to love — Proclaiming, living and sharing God'’s faithful love

If unity is the condition of mission, love is its essence. The Good News that we are sent to proclaim
to the world is not an abstract ideal; it is the Gospel of God’s faithful love, which became flesh in the face
and life of Jesus Christ. The mission of the disciples and the Church as a whole is to continue the mission
of Christ: a mission born of love, lived in love, and leading to love. Let us all commit to contributing to the
great mission of evangelisation — which is always a work of love — according to our own vocation and
the gifts we have received.
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CALENDAR

Monday

October 19

Sts. John de
Brébeuf and Isaac

Jogues, Priests,
and Companions,
Martyrs
Eph 2:1-10
Lk 12:13-21

Tuesday
October 20
Weekday
Eph 2:12-22
Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday
October 21
Weekday
Eph 3:2-12

Lk 12:39-48

Thursday
October 22
Weekday
Eph 3:14-21
Lk 12:49-53

Friday
October 23
Weekday
Eph4:1-6
Lk 12:54-59

Saturday
October 24
Weekday
Eph 4:7-16
Lk 13:1-9

Sunday
October 25
Thirtieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Ex22:20-26
1 Thes 1:5¢-10
Mt 22:34-40

COMMUNION

We are the Body of Christ. This is who we are as Church. It is our
profound mystery that we take and eat, take and drink at
Communion. In doing so, we give expression to our identity.

If we are not in communion with the Catholic Church, it makes no
logical sense for those to receive because simply, it is not their
identity.

If you are Buddhist, from another Christian tradition or just our
welcome guest, please feel free to come forward, not to receive
communion but to ask for a blessing.

The simple practice of asking for a blessing is through the bodily
posture of bowing one’s head and crossing one’s arms across
one’s chest when before the minister distributing communion.

If you are a parent with a child not receiving Communion, please
take personal responsibility in asking the minister for a blessing for
your child.

John P. Murray osa
Pastoral Leader, 10 am Mass Community

Our website:
www.assumptioncathedralbkk.orqg

ASSUMPTION CATHEDRAL

23 Oriental Avenue (Charoenkrung Soi 40)
Bangrak, Bangkok 10500

Thailand

Tel: 0-2234-4592, 0-2234-8556, 0-2233-7120
Fax: 0-2234-3414

PASTOR:
Rev. Ignatius Adisak Somsaengsuang

ASSISTANTS:

Rev. Peter Somphop Ruengwuthichanapuech
Rev. Peter Kittisak Kitsamret

MASS SCHEDULE:

Mon-Fri :  Thai 06:00 hrs.

Sat : Thai 06:00; 17:00 novena followed
by mass

Sun : Thai 07:00; 08:30 and 17:00 hrs.

English 10:30 hrs.

BAPTISM:

Thai : First Sunday during 8:30 am mass.
English : Second Sunday during or after
10:30am mass.

CONFESSION:

Sundays : Before all masses (Thai).
English before 10:30 am mass.

CATHOLIC CENTER:

For religious articles, please visit the center
opposite the entrance of the Cathedral.

Opening Hours:

Mon-Fri : 08:30 — 17:00 hrs.
Sat & Sun : 08:30 — noon
Public holidays : Closed

Good News!

October 18, 2026
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 / 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b / Matthew
22:15-21

ANN M. GARRIDO

Jesus had to know something was up when both the Phar-
isees and the Herodians approached him together. Phari-
sees and Herodians were never together. Herodians sur-
vived by cooperating with the Roman Empire. The Phari-
sees found such cooperation an affront to God’s law.

“Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?”
they asked. It was a trap. If he answered “no,” the Hero-
dians could report him to the Romans for fomenting re-
bellion. If he answered “ves,” the crowd watching would
see Jesus as a sellout to an unpopular foreign power. But
Jesus did not take the bait. He refused to give a “yes” or a
“no,” instead allowing onlookers to see that his Pharisee
and Herodian challengers were carrying the Roman coin
in their pockets—hence participating in the Roman econ-
omy—whereas he did not even possess the coin they were
asking about. He was living and working for a different
ruler altogether. Their question was outside his realm of
concern.

So often we, too, can find ourselves trapped in heated
political conversations where questions are asked in such a
way that they seem to allow only a yes-or-no answer. The
askers want to reveal, “Are you with us or are you against
us?” as if there are no other options. As followers of Je-
sus, we know that there are issues of ultimate concern for
us—"battle hills worth dying on.” Jesus himself had one:
Calvary. But Jesus himself did not feel as if he needed to
take a stand on every hot political issue of his day. Some-
times he sidestepped those conversations. So can we. ®
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OFFERTORY: TAKE, O TAKE ME AS | AM (No. 795)
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS [HN=aXS1=RS3V-\ID)

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty
Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.

HOLY (No. 263)

PLEASE KNEEL

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (No. 264)

DOXOLOGY |[fN= 1=y y\[»)

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

GREAT AMEN (No. 387)

COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (No. 387)

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that,
by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

LAMB OF GOD (No. 390)

PLEASE KNEEL

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed
are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION: YOU SATISFY THE HUNGRY HEART (No. 940)

FINAL: SALVE REGINA (No. 880) NSRS

29" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year A)
Sunday, 18 October 2026

ENTRANCE: HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME (No. 615) [{R=VXS{=gS3¥a\\I)

INTRODUCTORY RITE

Priest: | confess to almighty God,
All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in

my words, in what | have done, and in what | have failed to do;
—and, striking their breast, they say —

Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Therefore | ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting
life.

All: Amen.

KYRIE, ELEISON / LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie, eléison,(2). Christe, eléison, (2). Kyrie, eléison, (2).
GLORY TO GOD

Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, on earth peace to people of good will.
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercyu on us,
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayers;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R)

FIRST READING: Is 45:1, 4-6
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah:
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus, whose right hand | grasp, subduing nations

before him, and making kings run in his service, opening doors before him and leaving
the gates unbarred: For the sake of Jacob, my servant, of Israel, my chosen one, | have




[2]

called you by your name, giving you a title, though you knew me not. | am the LORD
and there is no other, there is no God besides me. It is | who arm you, though you know
me not, so that toward the rising and the setting of the sun people may know that there
is none besides me. | am the LORD, there is no other.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 96: GIVE THE LORD GLORY AND HONOUR
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Give the Lord go - ry and hon - - or.

1. Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Tell his glory among the nations; among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. (R)
2. For great is the LORD and highly to be praised; awesome is he, beyond all gods.
For all the gods of the nations are things of nought,
but the LORD made the heavens. (R)
3. Give to the LORD, you families of nations, give to the LORD glory and praise;
give to the LORD the glory due his name! Bring gifts, and enter his courts. (R)
4. Worship the LORD, in holy attire; tremble before him, all the earth;
say among the nations: The LORD is king,
he governs the peoples with equity. (R)

SECOND READING: 1 Thes 1:1-5b

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians:

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for all of

you, remembering you in our prayers, unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and

labor of love and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and

Father, knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God, how you were chosen. For our

gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and

with much conviction.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA [N=VSSI=RSyyNND;

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. (Repeat)

All: Shine like lights in the world as you hold on to the word of life.
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GOSPEL: Mt 22:15-21

Priest: The Lord be with you. All: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the Good News according to Matthew. All: Glory to you, Lord.

The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech. They sent
their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are a truthful
man and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. And you are not
concerned with anyone's opinion, for you do not regard a person's status. Tell us, then,
what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?" Knowing their
malice, Jesus said, "Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? Show me the coin that pays
the census tax." Then they handed him the Roman coin. He said to them, "Whose image
is this and whose inscription?” They replied, "Caesar's.” At that he said to them, "Then
repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God."

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PLEASE BE SEATED

THE APOSTLES’ CREED |JN=XSI=gS3F\IV)

Priest: | believe in God,

All: the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:
“Guide us in our mission, O God.”

PLEASE BE SEATED

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS
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