
 
 

LIVINGTHEWORD 
 

 
 God’s Word is Powerful: The final chapters of Isaiah are called the ‘Book of 

Consolations’, written to comfort and encourage the Israelites in exile. God’s people 
are invited to trust deeply in the power and promises of God. They will return home. 
The power of God’s Word to do and bring about what is spoken points also to the 
Gospel reading and the power of the ‘seed’ that is sown to be extremely fruitful. 
[Q]: Consider your own word. Is your word powerful? Effective? Can people rely on 

your word and ‘what you say you will do’? 
 Groaning Inwardly: St Paul uses striking imagery to describe our spiritual journey 

– we groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption and the ultimate redemption of 
our bodies. 
[Q]: What current life experience is causing you to ‘groan inwardly’? Do you accept 

or resent your human frailty and weakness? What is the experience of ‘waiting 
for adoption’? St Paul uses the image of first fruits of the indwelling spirit as an 
engagement ring awaiting the wedding day union. How does this image make 
you feel? 

 Seeds and Soils: The ‘Sower and the Seed’ parable is symbolic of Jesus’ Word 
being sown into the soil of our hearts by his preaching. A concern of Jesus’ disciples 
and the early Christian community was why Jesus was apparently so ‘unsuccessful’. 
Many people listened, some were healed, but many did not believe and follow. This 
parable may be an attempt by the community of Matthew to explain why this 
happened. 
[Q]: Consider your own journey: what seed of faith helped you become a disciple? 

Who helped you understand? 
 A Fruitful Seed: Two points astound the listeners of this parable. The generosity, or 

foolishness of the sower, putting seed in places where it will not grow. Also, the 
extreme fruitfulness of the seed planted in rich soil. A good crop would have rendered 
a yield of 30% of the seed, but this seed also brings 60% and 100% fruitfulness! 
[Q]: What does this show about God and the power of His Word? Consider the 

fruitfulness of the Scriptures in your life. What passage has helped you in your 
faith journey? Can you identify a time when you responded to the Word asking 
you to do something incredibly challenging? Life-changing? 

 The Soil of Our Hearts: The reader is invited to reflect upon what type of soil is 
present in their life and if there are any obstacles to the Word (seed)? 
[Q]: Do I have shallow or deeply rooted values? Do I let go of my values during 

some trial or persecution? Am I choked by worldly worries? Chasing riches and 
comfort? Am I producing nothing? Am I living discipleship at 3 0 % , 6 0 %  or 
100%? 

 

 
** Pray, Reflect, Grow with the Sunday Readings at www.livingtheword.org.nz 
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THE LEO EFFECT 
 

Last Sunday, I talked of the ‘Leo Effect’.  This arose as I was just back from Provincial Chapter in 
Sydney, where I spent the week sitting beside the Prior General of my Order, a top guy. For those who 
don't know, Provincial Chapter is the ‘churchy’ name for the regular, governance and evaluation 
meetings of religious groups, at their local level. This enables us to exercise our shared responsibility 
for governance and planning, as we pursue our corporate mission and life within the Church. 

This gathering in the life of the Province is so pivotal in the Order that the Prior General flies in from 
Rome to attend it. In his leadership role, during the week, he more than once mentioned or spoke of the 
‘Leo Effect’, upon both the Church and the world. This is obviously more than an Order thing. What is 
he implying in sharing this? 

As a member of the Order of St Augustine, Pope Leo is known to us as a brother and leader. We 
have a shared and positive experience of him as a man of keen intellect, who is hard working, acting in 
measured and thought-out ways. What he says and does, he means. He is committed to the Church 
and its mission; this commitment arises from the Gospel and reaches out to the poor and marginalised, 
across boundaries. 

I knew him in earlier times as an approachable brother in community, who had a hearty laugh and 
a keen sense of humour. He was kind, ready to talk with anyone, and simply loved people. In the life of 
the Order, he took the initiative in furthering missionary endeavours and kept an open door to all in his 
sphere of care. 

It is this man who became Pope Leo, whose pontificate has remained focused on peace, unity and 
dialogue, raising up the dignity of all. He continually works for bringing people together, through showing 
care for the downtrodden, sharing his humanity with all who come his way and seeking the ways of 
synodality and encounter. 

Within a fractured and chaotic world, his leadership speaks not just to the Church, but to the world. 
People recognise in his message hope and common sense. He is a religious leader on the world stage, 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In doing so, he is attracting attention as a true world leader for 
today, when good leadership is sought by a humanity that is lost and confused. 

This is not the full picture, but it does give us a sense of the ‘Leo Effect’ in today's world. It arises 
from a church leader who preaches a God of love for all and works for the Kingdom of God, as a forthright 
but humble pastor, a decent and gifted human being who loves being with people. 
 

— John P Murray osa 
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ASSUMPTION CATHEDRAL 
 

23 Oriental Avenue (Charoenkrung Soi 40) 
Bangrak, Bangkok 10500 
Thailand 
Tel: 0-2234-4592, 0-2234-8556, 0-2233-7120 
Fax:  0-2234-3414 
 
 
PASTOR: 
Rev. Ignatius Adisak Somsaengsuang 
 
ASSISTANTS: 
Rev. Peter Somphop Ruengwuthichanapuech 
Rev. Peter Kittisak Kitsamret 
 
 
MASS SCHEDULE: 
 
Mon-Fri : Thai 06:00 hrs. 
Sat : Thai 06:00; 17:00 novena followed by 

mass 
Sun : Thai 07:00; 08:30 and 17:00 hrs. 
  English 10:00 hrs. 
 
 
BAPTISM: 
 
Thai : First Sunday during 8:30 am mass. 
English : Second Sunday during 10:00 am mass. 
 
 
CONFESSION: 
 
Sundays : Before all masses (Thai). 
  English before 10:00 am mass. 
 
 
CATHOLIC CENTER: 
 
For religious articles, please visit the center opposite 
the entrance of the Cathedral. 
 
Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri : 08:30 – 17:00 hrs. 
Sat & Sun : 08:30 – noon 
Public holidays : Closed 
 

CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER SEEKING 
THE INTERCESSION OF 

THE EIGHT BLESSED MARTYRS 
OF THAILAND 

AND THEIR CANONISATION 
 
 
Almighty God, You called the eight Blessed Martyrs of 
Thailand to serve our Lord Jesus Christ, as priest, 
religious and lay people, laity leading as young 
disciples, and as a catechist.  These eight Blessed 
Martyrs responded faithfully to Your call, dedicating 
themselves to Your redemptive mission for all.  For the 
sake of this mission and their faith in You, they followed 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, in sacrificing their lives. 
 
May the example of these eight Blessed Martyrs of 
Thailand inspire us to live our Christian faith today in 
the Catholic Church, ever giving witness to that faith in 
our daily life. 
 
According to Your will, we pray that Your servants, the 
eight Blessed Martyrs of Thailand, may be canonised.  
We ask this as we seek to strengthen our own faith.  So, 
if it is Your will, bless us with their canonisation, thus 
giving glory to Your Name. 
 
Through the intercession of the eight Blessed Martyrs 
of Thailand, grant what we now humbly request in 
prayer (take a silent moment). Amen. 
 
 
Leader: The eight Blessed Martyrs of Thailand 
Response: Pray for us 

 
 
 
 

Our website: 
www.assumptioncathedralbkk.org 

http://www.assumptioncathedralbkk.org/
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

HOLY  (No. 263)  PLEASE KNEEL 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  (No. 264) 
 
DOXOLOGY  PLEASE STAND 
 
Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever. 
 

GREAT AMEN  (No. 374) 
 
Amen. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION RITE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (No. 387) 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 
Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that, by 

the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as 
we await the blessed hope and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ. 

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
 

LAMB OF GOD  (No. 390)  PLEASE KNEEL 
 
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed 

are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word 

and my soul shall be healed. 
 

COMMUNION:  MANY AND GREAT  (No. 911) 
 

FINAL:  SEEK YE FIRST  (No. 658)  PLEASE STAND 
 

 
 

15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (Year A) 
Sunday, 12 July 2026 

 

 
ENTRANCE:  ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH  (No. 604)  PLEASE STAND 

 
INTRODUCTORY RITE 
 
Priest: I confess to almighty God, 
All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my 

words, in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do; 
– and, striking their breast, they say – 

 Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; 
 Therefore I ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers 

and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: Amen. 
 

KYRIE / LORD HAVE MERCY 
 
Kýrie, eléison. Kýrie, eléison. Christe, eléison. Christe, eléison. Kýrie, eléison. Kýrie, eléison. 
 

GLORY TO GOD 
 
Refrain: Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth, peace on earth, peace to people of good will. 
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 

2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand, the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R) 

 
FIRST READING:  Is 55:10-11 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
Thus says the LORD: Just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not 
return there till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the 
one who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth from my 
mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which 
I sent it. 
 
The word of the Lord. All:  Thanks be to God 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 65:  THE SEED THAT FALLS ON GOOD GROUND 

 
 

1. You have visited the land and watered it; greatly have you enriched it. 
God's watercourses are filled; you have prepared the grain.  (R) 

2. Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, breaking up its clods, 
Softening it with showers, blessing its yield.  (R) 

3. You have crowned the year with your bounty,  
and your paths overflow with a rich harvest; 
The untilled meadows overflow with it, and rejoicing clothes the hills.  (R) 

4. The fields are garmented with flocks and the valleys blanketed with grain. 
They shout and sing for joy.  (R) 

 
SECOND READING:  Rom 8:18-23 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans: 
 
Brothers and sisters: I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing 
compared with the glory to be revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation 
the revelation of the children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, not of its 
own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be 
set free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of 
God. We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; and not only that, 
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
 
The word of the Lord. All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
ALLELUIA:  PLEASE STAND 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
All: The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower. 
 All who come to him will have life forever. 
 
GOSPEL:  Mt 13:1-9 
 
Priest: The Lord be with you. All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: A reading from the Good News according to Matthew. All:  Glory to you, Lord. 
 
On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. Such large crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood  
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along the shore. And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: "A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up. Some fell 
on rocky ground, where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, 
and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. But some seed fell on rich soil and produced 
fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to hear." 
 
Priest: The Good News of the Lord. All:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED PLEASE STAND 
 
Priest: I believe in God, 
All: the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
 

 

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: 
“Lord, let your Word bear fruit in us.” 

 

 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY:  OPEN MY EYES  (No. 651) 
 
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS  PLEASE STAND 
 
Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty 

Father. 
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his 

name, for our good, and the good of all his holy Church. 
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