the Lord

— Pope Francis is speaking to us this Easter —

13. We encounter three disciples on Easter Morning: Mary Magdalene, Simon Peter, and the
disciple whom Jesus loved. Each of them is seeking the Lord in his or her own way; each has his
or her own part to play in enabling the Light of Hope to dawn. Mary Magdalene is so driven by
love that she is the first at the tomb. Alerted by her, Peter and the Beloved Disciple make their
way to the tomb. The Beloved Disciple races to the tomb with all the strength of youth. He looks
intently; he is the first to understand, yet he lets Peter go first, he who is the elder, entrusted with
the responsibility of leading. Peter, weighed down by his renunciation of the Lord, has an
appointment with mercy, the mercy which he will minister in the Church. Mary remains in the
garden. She hears herself called by name. She recognises the Lord. He commissions her to
proclaim his Resurrection to the community of disciples. For this reason, the Church recognises
her as Apostle of the Apostles. Their dependence on one another embodies the heart of
synodality.

14. The Church exists to bear witness in the world to the most decisive moment in history: the
Resurrection of Jesus. The Risen Christ brings peace to the world and gives us the gift of His
Spirit.  The living Christ is the source of true freedom, the foundation for a hope that does not
disappoint, the revelation of the true face of God and humanity’s ultimate destiny. The Gospels
tell us that, in order to enter into Easter faith and become witnesses to it, it is necessary to
acknowledge our own inner emptiness, the darkness of fear, doubt and sin. Yet those who, in the
midst of darkness, find the courage to set out as searchers, discover that they themselves are the
ones being sought. They are being called by name, offered forgiveness, and, in turn, sent out to
their brothers and sisters together.

This is taken from the Final Document of the Synod on Synodality — For a Synodal Church.
Specifically, Part | — The Heart of Synodality — Called by the Holy Spirit to Conversion. The
Resurrection is at the heart of our Christian faith. It is our core belief. If we do not believe in the
Resurrection, we are not Christian. Thanks to Jesus’ Resurrection, we rejoice and live life to the
full. Let us try not to simply rationalise our belief, but rather wonder in awe at the Mystery of our
faith. On his baptism, at the age of 32, St Augustine reflected: “And so we were baptised, and
all our dread about our earlier lives dropped away from us. | could not get enough of the
wonderful sweetness that filled me.”
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OFFERTORY: | KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES! (NO. 527)
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS [fE=sS1=RSyp\\[B)
Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name, for our
good, and the good of all his holy Church.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

HOLY (No. 263)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. (Repeat)

Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. (Repeat)

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (No. 264)
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

DOXOLOGY |R=r 3=y NIy

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

GREAT AMEN (No. 374)
Amen, amen, amen.

COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (No. 387)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of
your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed
hope and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

LAMB OF GOD (No. 391)

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (Repeat)
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. [gR=ASI=E QNS

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called
to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, | am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my
soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION: EASTER ALLELUIA (No. 537)

FINAL: ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS (No. 949) [GN=XSI=gS3V.\\Is)

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, 20 April 2025

ENTRANCE: JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY (No. 540) [HN=V¥S1=gSypa\Ib)
INTRODUCTORY RITE

Priest: | confess to almighty God,
All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my

words, in what | have done, and in what | have failed to do;
—and, striking their breast, they say —

Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Therefore | ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
All: Amen.

KYRIE, ELEISON / LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie, eléison, (2); Christe, eléison, (2); Kyrie, eléison, (2).
GLORY TO GOD

Refrain: Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth, peace on earth, peace to people of good will.
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us,
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand, the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R)

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34a, 37-43
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:

Peter proceeded to speak and said: “You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning
in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the
third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen
by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commissioned
us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the
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living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him
will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 118: THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE
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R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us re-joice and be glad.
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1. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever.
Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” (R)
2. “The right hand of the LORD has struck with power;
the right hand of the LORD is exalted.
| shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.” (R)
3. The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes. (R)

SECOND READING: Col 3:1-4
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians:

Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is
seated at the right hand of God. Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ your life appears, then you too
will appear with him in glory.

SEQUENCE FOR EASTER (Solo, No. 1065)
PLEASE REMAIN SEATED
ALLELUIA: |[gRSSI=RS] PN

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. (Repeat)

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

All: Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed;
let us then feast with joy in the Lord.

GOSPEL: Jn 20:1-9

Priest: The Lord be with you.
Priest: A reading from the Good News according to John.

All: And with your spirit.
All: Glory to you, Lord.

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it
was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from
the tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out
and came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived
at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon
Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth
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that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then
the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and
believed. For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.

Priest: The Good News of the Lord.

PLEASE BE SEATED

We will now proceed with the celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

1) Together with the families presenting their children for Baptism, we shall renew our
Baptismal Promises.

Priest: Do you reject sin so as to live in the freedom of God's children? All: I do.
Priest: Do you reject the glamour of evil, and refuse to be mastered by sin? All: I do.
Priest: Do you reject Satan, father of sin and prince of darkness? All: I do.
Priest: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth? All: 1do.

Priest: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried,

rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father? All: 1do.
Priest: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting? All: 1do.
The priest concludes:
Priest: This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church.

We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord. All: Amen.

2) Following the baptism with water, there will be a Sprinkling of the People with the
Baptismal water: NEW LIFE.

Refrain: New life! New lifel You came to bring us new life.
New life! New life! We find such joy in your abundant life

1. You are the source of our great joy, the fountain of all life.

You give us living water; you bid us come and drink.

We come to you; we bless you, Lord; we glorify your name!

We praise you, Lord; we worship you. We thank you for your gift of new lifel (R)
2. You are the source of our new life; in your light we see light.

You show to us your goodness; you bid us taste and see.

We come to you; we bless you Lord; we glorify your name!

We praise you, Lord; we worship you. We thank you for your gift of new life! (R)

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:
“Risen Lord, hear our prayer.”

PLEASE BE SEATED

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS
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