LIVINGTHEWORD

Jeremiah is a prophet during one of the most difficult times. Reluctantly, God allows
his chosen people to be led off to exile as a consequence of their unfaithfulness.
Jeremiah makes a prophecy that God will always truly be a Father, and will ensure a
safe return for all — even the blind and the lame. Have you ever had to let someone
‘learn a lesson’ the hard way? Does pain and suffering mean that God does not care?
As a parent, what is special about a ‘first-born’?

Although Jesus did not wear the special vestments and serve in the Temple as a Priest,
the Letter to the Hebrews teaches that Jesus is qualified and actually fulfills the role of
the High Priest in the Old Testament: Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is understood as
completing all sacrifices. How do you relate to your priest? Have you ever asked for
help to draw closer to God? Has he been able to ‘deal patiently’ with his people? Has
he been beset by weakness himself? Have you prayed for him lately?

To teach Jewish people the identity of Jesus, the text links Jesus to the mysterious
figure of Melchizedek — King of Peace (of unknown origin, who served Abraham as a
Priest). Jewish scholars understood Melchizedek not to have died and to be eternally
a Priest of God ... What would it mean that Jesus is eternally your personal priest,
standing in the presence of God the Father in Heaven on your behalf?

“Sight” is a special theme in today’s readings. It was a prophecy that the Messiah would
‘restore sight to the blind’. As Jesus began his journey to Jersualem he gave sight to
the blind man at Bethsaida (Mark 8,22) and now gives sight to Bartimaeus (Mark
10,46). Like two slices of bread between these two episodes, the disciples are told
three times about the Messiah who will suffer and they do not ‘see’ and understand.
How has your understanding of Jesus grown lately? Is the deep root of your prayer
requests ‘to sit at your right hand’ (glory), or ‘have pity on me’ (mercy), or ‘Master, |
want to see’ (discipleship)?

The name Bartimaeus means ‘son of the unclean’. Sitting at the gate of the great city
of Jericho, he is labelled as unclean, unworthy. In his loneliness and need he cries out
to Jesus. He gets rebuked from the crowd and told to be silent. He cries even louder.
When called, he throws away his begging cloak, the only source of his warmth and
alms collection. ‘| want to see’ — | want to truly live and enter life fully. The experience
of living in darkness and then seeing is the most transforming experience a human
person can receive. It became a symbol of baptism. Can you identify with Bartimaeus?
What label do you wear? What is the security cloak that you may need to ‘throw aside’?
What is your response, deep down, when Jesus asks ‘what do you want me to do for
you'?

Unlike the rich young man recently who walked away sad (Mark 10,22), Bartimaeus is
instructed to ‘go your way’. He chooses to follow Jesus ‘on the way’ (to Jerusalem). In
what ‘way’ am | walking the journey of my life. Going my own way? Walking with a sad
heart unable to let go of experiences or false sources of security? Am | searching and
responsive to God’s will and following that even if it means a great sacrifice? Will | join
Jesus ‘on the way’ to Jerusalem?
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In his encyclical Amoris Laetitia (2016), Pope Francis deals with the family. In Chapter 4, he
looks at love through the eyes of St Paul and his famous passage (1Corinthians 13:4-7).
Love is patient (91-92)

The first word used is makrothyméi. This does not simply have to do with “enduring all things”,
because we find that idea expressed at the end of the seventh verse. Its meaning is clarified by
the Greek translation of the Old Testament, where we read that God is “slow to anger” (Ex 34:6;
Num 14:18). It refers, then, to the quality of one who does not act on impulse and avoids giving
offense. We find this quality in the God of the Covenant, who calls us to imitate him also within the
life of the family. Saint Paul's texts using this word need to be read in the light of the Book of
Wisdom (cf. 11:23; 12:2, 15-18), which extols God'’s restraint — as leaving open the possibility of
repentance — yet insists on his power, as revealed in his acts of mercy. God’s “patience”, shown
in his mercy towards sinners, is a sign of his real power.

Being patient does not mean letting ourselves be constantly mistreated, tolerating physical
aggression or allowing other people to use us. We encounter problems whenever we think that
relationships or people ought to be perfect, or when we put ourselves at the centre and expect
things to turn out our way. Then everything makes us impatient, everything makes us react
aggressively. Unless we cultivate patience, we will always find excuses for responding angrily. We
will end up incapable of living together, antisocial, unable to control our impulses, and our families
will become battlegrounds. That is why the word of God tells us: “Let all bitterness and wrath and
anger and clamour and slander be put away from you, with all malice” (Eph 4:31).

Patience takes root when | recognise that other people also have a right to live in this world, just
as they are. It does not matter if they hold me back, if they unsettle my plans, or annoy me by the
way they act or think, or if they are not everything | want them to be. Love always has an aspect
of deep compassion that leads to accepting the other person as part of this world, even when he
or she acts differently than | would like.

... more to come ...



CALENDAR

MONDAY
October 28
Sts. Simon and
Jude, Apostles
Eph 2:19-22
Lk 6:12-16
TUESDAY
October 29
Weekday
Eph 5:21-33
Lk 13:18-21
WEDNESDAY
October 30
Weekday
Eph 6:1-9
Lk 13:22-30
THURSDAY
October 31
Weekday
Eph 6:10-20
Lk 13:31-35
FRIDAY
November 1
All Saints
Rv7:2-4,914
1Jn3:1-3
Mt 5:1-12a

SATURDAY
November ?
Commemoration
of All the Faithful
Departed (All Souls)
Wis 3:1-9
Rom 6:3-9
Jn 6:37-40

SUNDAY
November 3
Thirty-first Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Dt 6:2-6
Heb 7:23-28
Mk 12:28b-34

SAVE THE DATE!

On Saturday, November 23", Fr John will lead a
pilgrimage to the Shrine of Blessed Nicholas Bunkerd in
Sam Phran, Nakhon Pathom. Blessed Nicholas was a Thai

Catholic Priest and martyr from the early 1900s.

We will visit the Shrine and celebrate Mass there.
Transportation will be organised and will depart from

Assumption Cathedral in the morning and return at

approximately 2:30 in the afternoon.

More to follow ... we will have a detailed announcement and

sign-up sheets in the coming weeks.

We hope all can join us for this special day!

Our website:

www.assumptioncathedralbkk.orqg

ASSUMPTION CATHEDRAL

23 Oriental Avenue (Charoenkrung Soi 40)
Bangrak, Bangkok 10500

Thailand

Tel: 0-2234-4592, 0-2234-8556, 0-2233-7120
Fax: 0-2234-3414

PASTOR:
Rev. Ignatius Adisak Somsaengsuang

ASSISTANTS:

Rev. Peter Booncharat Suksawang
Rev. Francis Xavier Akranon Kitcharoen

MASS SCHEDULE:

Mon-Fri : Thai 06:00 hrs.

Sat : Thai 06:00; 17:00 novena followed by
mass

Sun : Thai 07:00; 08:30 and 17:00 hrs.

English 10:00 hrs.

BAPTISM:

Thai : First Sunday during 8:30 am mass.

English : Second Sunday during 10:00 am
mass.

CONFESSION:

Sundays : Before all masses (Thai).

English before 10:00 am mass.

CATHOLIC CENTER:

For religious articles, please visit the center opposite
the entrance of the Cathedral.

Opening Hours:

Mon-Fri : 08:30-17:00 hrs.
Sat, Sun : Closed

& public holidays

Dear Padre

October 27, 2024

I am an eighty-year-old with painful knee
replacements, Am | allowed to remain seated
during Mass? Also, at what age am | free to
watch a televised Mass at home instead of
going to Mass?

Your health condition permits you to remain seated
while others in the congregation kneel or stand. Of
primary importance is your valued presence, and
your full, active participation with fellow members
of your Catholic faith community. At Mass, “the
faithful form a holy people...so that they may give
thanks to God and offer the unblemished sacrificial
Victim not only by means of the hands of the Priest
but also together with him...” (General Instruction
of the Roman Missal, 95).

However, if someone is incapable of attending
Mass, then the obligation is abrogated, regardless
of age. The Church allows a televised Mass primar-
ily for people who are homebound, in hospitals,
nursing homes, and prisons. “The televised Mass is
never a substitute for the Church's pastoral care for
the sick in the form of visits by parish ministers who
share the Scriptures and bring Communion, nor is
it ever a substitute for the Sunday Mass celebrated
within a parish faith community each week” (Guide-
lines for Televising the Liturgy, USCCB, 2014). If you
are unable to be present at Mass, you have an op-
portunity to identify with a worshiping community,
hear the word of God, be moved to expressions
of praise and thanksgiving, and unite with Christ in
spiritual communion. @

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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HOLY
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna
in the highest.
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

DOXOLOGY |[gR= 1=y y\[»)

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

GREAT AMEN
Amen. Amen. Amen.

COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (No. 387)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the
help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await
the blessed hope and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (2)
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. [JRFSI=SHQISSR

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, | am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION: AMAZING GRACE (No. 645)

FINAL: SALVE REGINA (No. 880) [HM=VXS1=gS3¥.\\I»)

30" Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)
Sunday, 27 October 2024

ENTRANCE: ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO DWELL (No. 853) [HN=.XSI=gS3pa\Is)
INTRODUCTORY RITE

Priest: | confess to almighty God,
All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my

words, in what | have done, and in what | have failed to do;
—and, striking their breast, they say —

Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Therefore | ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
All: Amen.

KYRIE, ELEISON / LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie, eléison, (2); Christe, eléison, (2); Kyrie, eléison, (2).
GLORY TO GOD

Refrain: Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth, peace on earth, peace to people of good will.
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us,
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand, the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R)

FIRST READING: Jer 31:7-9
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah:

Thus says the LORD: Shout with joy for Jacob, exult at the head of the nations; proclaim your
praise and say: The LORD has delivered his people, the remnant of Israel. Behold, | will bring
them back from the land of the north; | will gather them from the ends of the world, with the
blind and the lame in their midst, the mothers and those with child; they shall return as an
immense throng. They departed in tears, but | will console them and guide them; | will lead
them to brooks of water, on a level road, so that none shall stumble. For | am a father to
Israel, Ephraim is my first-born.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 126: THE LORD HAS DONE GREAT THINGS
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1. When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion, we were like men dreaming.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with rejoicing. (R)

2. Then they said among the nations, "The LORD has done great things for them."
The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad indeed. (R)

3. Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the torrents in the southern desert.
Those that sow in tears shall reap rejoicing. (R)

4. Although they go forth weeping, carrying the seed to be sown,
They shall come back rejoicing, carrying their sheaves. (R)

SECOND READING: Heb 5:1-6
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews:

Brothers and sisters: Every high priest is taken from among men and made their
representative before God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal patiently
with the ignorant and erring, for he himself is beset by weakness and so, for this reason, must
make sin offerings for himself as well as for the people. No one takes this honor upon himself
but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. In the same way, it was not Christ who
glorified himself in becoming high priest, but rather the one who said to him: You are my son:
this day | have begotten you; just as he says in another place: You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA: |[fRSIASISESYPANIS;
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. (Repeat)

All: Our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed death
and brought life to light through the Gospel.

GOSPEL: Mk 10:46-52

Priest: The Lord be with you.
Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.

All: And with your spirit.
All: Glory to you, Lord.

As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man,
the son of Timaeus, sat by the roadside begging. On hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth,
he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, son of David, have pity on me." And many rebuked him,
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telling him to be silent. But he kept calling out all the more, "Son of David, have pity on me."
Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take
courage; get up, Jesus is calling you." He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and came to
Jesus. Jesus said to him in reply, "What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man replied
to him, "Master, | want to see." Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has saved you."
Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way.

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.

PLEASE BE SEATED

THE APOSTLES’ CREED [(R=VxS{=gSyF2\\Ib)

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Priest: | believe in God,

All: the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:
“Lord of glory, hear our prayer.”

PLEASE BE SEATED

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS
OFFERTORY: OPEN MY EYES (No. 651)
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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