LIVINGTHEWORD

Like the Book of Exodus, the Book of Numbers is filled with God’'s people
complaining of life in the desert. Moses finds the experience of leadership so heavy
he wishes God would allow him to die rather than carry such a heavy burden. In
prayer, Moses is invited to share leadership with 70 others. Have you had an
experience of feeling ‘heavy’ and ‘tired’ with responsibilities and complaints? What
happened? Do you have the freedom to ‘let go’ ... ‘share responsibilities’? Admit you
are in need of help?

Joshua, the ‘leader in training’, was jealous and protective of power and authority.
Moses shares a new vision with him — wouldn't it be great if everyone was attentive
to God and spoke of God's will and lived out their responsibilities and leadership
gifts? Do you see people as problems needing correction, or as gifted needing
motivation?

James warns of the storing up of wealth. St Basil gives a colourful reflection: if
everyone kept only what is necessary for ordinary needs and left the surplus to the
poor, wealth and poverty would be abolished... Are you not a thief? The bread you
store belongs to the hungry. The cloak kept in your closet belongs to those who lack
clothing. The money you keep hidden away belongs to the needy. Thus, you oppress
as many people as you are in a position to help. Have you ever reflected upon what
your ‘ordinary’ needs are, and how much ‘surplus’ you have? Do you give to the
needs of the poor?

John is jealous that an ‘outsider’ of the disciples group is obviously sharing in the
power and authority of Jesus. ‘He does not follow us’. He is not in our ‘group’. John’s
comments reveal their misunderstanding of the Kingdom of God. They still think of it
as a power structure of a political kingdom with favours granted to a small group.
Have you prevented or excluded someone from service, ministry, a job, because
they did not ‘follow’ you?

Jesus uses striking imagery to warn about being a scandal (obstacle to someone
believing in Jesus). Cut off or out anything that could stop people following Jesus.
What do you consider are obstacles for people coming to faith in Jesus and
participating in the life of the Church? Does your life display a desire for wealth or
the poor? For comfort or compassion? Arrogance or understanding? What do you
need to ‘cut off’ from your life?

Gehenna is a place just outside of Jerusalem. Historically it was where shameful
sacrifices of children were offered to the Canaanite god ‘Molech’. It was then
regarded as an unclean and sinful place. It became a rubbish tip with constantly
burning fires. Jesus uses it as a symbol of Hell. Uncomfortably, the issue of a final
judgment — and consequences of our lifestyle and actions — is raised. Do | give a
good or bad example of Christian living? Have | caused anyone to ‘stumble’ in their
relationship with God? How do | understand God as merciful yet also having a day
of judgement?
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World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2024 — Message of Pope Francis, entitled:
“God walks with his people”

It is possible to see in the migrants of our time a living image of God’s people on their way to the eternal
homeland. Their journeys of hope remind us that “our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that
we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ”. The images of the biblical exodus and of migrants
share several similarities. Like the people of Israel in the time of Moses, migrants often flee from
oppression, abuse, insecurity, discrimination, and lack of opportunities for development. Similar to the
Jews in the desert, migrants encounter many obstacles in their path.

Yet the fundamental reality of the Exodus, of every exodus, is that God precedes and accompanies his
people and all his children in every time and place. God’s presence in the midst of the people is a
certainty of salvation history: “The Lord your God goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake you”. God
not only walks with his people, but also within them, in the sense that he identifies himself with men and
women on their journey through history, particularly with the least, the poor and the marginalised. In this
we see an extension of the mystery of the Incarnation.

For this reason, the encounter with the migrant, as with every brother and sister in need, is also an
encounter with Christ. It is he who knocks on our door, hungry, thirsty, an outsider, naked, sick and
imprisoned, asking to be met and assisted. The final judgment in Matthew leaves no doubt: “I was a
stranger and you welcomed me”; and again “truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me”. Every encounter along the way represents an opportunity
to meet the Lord, because Jesus is present in the sister or brother in need of our help. In this sense, the
poor save us, because they enable us to encounter the face of the Lord.

God, Almighty Father, we are your pilgrim Church, journeying towards the Kingdom of Heaven.
We live in our homeland, but as if we were foreigners. Every foreign place is our home, yet
every native land is foreign to us. Though we live on earth, our true citizenship is in heaven. Do
not let us become possessive of the portion of the world you have given us as a temporary
home. Help us to keep walking, together with our migrant brothers and sisters, toward the
eternal dwelling you have prepared for us. Open our eyes and our hearts so that every
encounter with those in need becomes an encounter with Jesus, your Son and our Lord. Amen.



CALENDAR

MONDAY
September 30
St Jerome, Priest
and Doctor of
the Church
Jb 1:6-22
Lk 9:46-50
TUESDAY
October 1
St. Thérése of the
Child Jesus,
Virgin and Doctor
of the Church
Jb 3:1-3, 11-17,
20-23
Lk 9:51-56
WEDNESDAY
October 2
The Holy
Guardian Angels
Jb9:1-12, 14-16
Mt 18:1-5, 10
THURSDAY
October 3
Weekday
Jb 19:21-27
Lk 10:1-12

FRIDAY
October 4

Jb 38:1,12-271;
40:3-5
Lk 10:13-16
SATURDAY
October 5
Weekday
Jb 42:1-3, 5-6,
12-17
Lk 10:17-24
SUNDAY
October 6
Twenty-seventh
Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Gn 2:18-24
Heb 2:9-11
Mk 10:2-16
or10:2-12

St Francis of Assisi

COMMUNION

We are the Body of Christ. This is who we are as Church. It is our
profound mystery that we take and eat, take and drink at Communion.
In doing so, we give expression to our identity.

If we are not in communion with the Catholic Church, it makes no
logical sense for those to receive because simply, it is not their
identity.

If you are Buddhist, from another Christian tradition or just our
welcome guest, please feel free to come forward, not to receive
communion but to ask for a blessing.

The simple practice of asking for a blessing is through the bodily
posture of bowing one’s head and crossing one’s arms across one’s
chest when before the minister distributing communion.

If you are a parent with a child not receiving Communion, please take
personal responsibility in asking the minister for a blessing for your
child.

John P. Murray osa
Pastoral Leader, 10 am Mass Community
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Dear Padre

September 29, 2024
After we die and go to heaven, will our
guardian angel still be with us? Will we
know the angel in a closer way?

“The existence of the spiritual, non-corpore-
al beings that Sacred Scripture usually calls ‘an-
gels’ is a truth of faith” (Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church, 328). The notion that each person has
his or her own guardian angel may be based on
Jesus’ warning not to despise "little ones” be-
cause “their angels in heaven always look upon
the face of my heavenly Father” (Matthew 18:10).
Saint Basil wrote, “Beside each believer stands
an angel as protector and shepherd leading him
to life.” How might we interact with these con-
stant companions in heaven? In heaven, we'll be
consumed with the presence of the beatific vi-
sion—the immediate knowledge of God, which
the angelic spirits and the souls of the just enjoy.
In beholding God face to face, we find perfect
happiness. "This perfect life with the Most Holy
Trinity—this communion of life and love with the
Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the angels and all
the blessed—is called ‘heaven.’ Heaven is the ul-
timate end and fulfillment of the deepest human
longings, the state of supreme, definitive happi-
ness” (CCC 1024). Even though “this mystery of
blessed communion with God and all who are in
Christ is beyond all understanding and descrip-
tion” (CCC 1027), to imagine the pure joy of be-
ing close to our guardian angel is just a foretaste
of what heaven will be! ®

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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ploy(eIRe!e\ AP EASE STAND)

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

GREAT AMEN
Amen. Amen. Amen.

COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (No. 387)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of
your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (2)
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. [JR=ANISE QNS

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called
to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, | am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my
soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION: IN REMEMBRANCE OF YOU (No. 944)
FINAL: TELL THE WORLD OF HIS LOVE [ES=¥S=gyV\\NID)

For God so loved the world

He gave us His only Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour
His most precious one

He has sent us His message of love

And sends those who hear

To bring the message to everyone

In a voice loud and clear.

Let us tell the world of His love

The greatest love the world has known

Search the world for those who have walked astray and lead them home
Fill the world's darkest corners

With His light from up above

Walk every step, every mile, every road and tell the world,

Tell the world of His love!

26" Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)
Sunday, 29 September 2024

ENTRANCE: GOD IS HERE! AS WE HIS PEOPLE (No. 843) [{u=IASI=gSJya\Iy)

INTRODUCTORY RITE

Priest: | confess to almighty God,
All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in
what | have done, and in what | have failed to do;
—and, striking their breast, they say —
Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Therefore | ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
All: Amen.

KYRIE, ELEISON / LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie, eléison, (2); Christe, eléison, (2); Kyrie, eléison, (2).
GLORY TO GOD

Refrain: Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth, peace on earth, peace to people of good will.
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us,
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand, the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R)

FIRST READING: Nm 11:25-29
A reading from the Book of Numbers:

The LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses. Taking some of the spirit that was on Moses, the
LORD bestowed it on the seventy elders; and as the spirit came to rest on them, they prophesied.

Now two men, one named Eldad and the other Medad, were not in the gathering but had been left in the camp.
They too had been on the list, but had not gone out to the tent; yet the spirit came to rest on them also, and
they prophesied in the camp. So, when a young man quickly told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying
in the camp," Joshua, son of Nun, who from his youth had been Moses' aide, said, "Moses, my lord, stop
them." But Moses answered him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the people of the LORD were
prophets! Would that the LORD might bestow his spirit on them all!"

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 19: THE PRECEPTS OF THE LORD
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R. The pre-cepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

1. The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul;
the decree of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple. (R)
2. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever;
the ordinances of the LORD are true, all of them just. (R)
3. Though your servant is careful of them, very diligent in keeping them,
yet who can detect failings? Cleanse me from my unknown faults! (R)
4. From wanton sin especially, restrain your servant; let it not rule over me.
Then shall | be blameless and innocent of serious sin. (R)

SECOND READING: Jas 5:1-6
A reading from the Letter of Saint James:

Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your impending miseries. Your wealth has rotted away, your clothes
have become moth-eaten, your gold and silver have corroded, and that corrosion will be a testimony against
you; it will devour your flesh like a fire. You have stored up treasure for the last days. Behold, the wages you
withheld from the workers who harvested your fields are crying aloud; and the cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on earth in luxury and pleasure; you have fattened your
hearts for the day of slaughter. You have condemned; you have murdered the righteous one; he offers you no
resistance.

The word of the Lord.

ALLELUIA: [WN=SSI=gSyy\NIe)

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. (Repeat)

All: Thanks be to God.

All: Your word, O Lord, is truth; consecrate us in the truth.
GOSPEL: Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
Priest: A reading from the Good News according to Mark.

All: And with your spirit.
All: Glory to you, Lord.

At that time, John said to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name, and we tried
to prevent him because he does not follow us." Jesus replied, "Do not prevent him. There is no one who
performs a mighty deed in my name who can at the same time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against us
is for us. Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ, amen, | say to you, will
surely not lose his reward.

"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone
were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better
for you to enter into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire. And if
your foot causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for you to enter into life crippled than with two feet to be thrown
into Gehenna. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enter into the kingdom of God

[3]

with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is not
quenched.™

Priest: The Good News of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PLEASE BE SEATED

THE APOSTLES’ CREED [(N=VXS]=gSyFANI»)

Priest: | believe in God,

All: the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:
“Gracious God, hear our prayer.”

PLEASE BE SEATED|

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS
OFFERTORY: SOFTLY AND TENDERLY JESUS IS CALLING (No. 963)
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name, for our

good, and the good of all his holy Church.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

HOLY
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory. Hosanna!
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the
highest.
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.
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