LIVINGTHEWORD

The Church celebrates ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’ today. It is an opportunity to
consider service of Christ in the Church for the World, through a vocation in single
life, married life, priesthood or religious life. Can you think of people who are good
examples for you of each vocation? Spend time in prayer praying for each one.

Vocation means ‘call’. St Ignatius teaches us that: “God writes his hopes into our
deepest desires”. What does that mean God may be calling you to? Imagine the
highs and lows of each vocation — what attracts you? What desire is strongest?
Are you willing to follow it?

‘Laying down one’s life for the sheep’ is contrasted with being a hired man who
works for pay and has no concern for the sheep. What do you think is the difference
between Vocation and Career? Does one ‘lead down' and the other attempt
‘climbing up’?

St Peter shares a building image. Very large stones were measured and cut to ‘fit’
and be suitable for building upon. Is your life truly ‘built upon’ Jesus or is it merely
‘looking at’ Jesus? Does your lifestyle show you are God’s child...?

One of the actions done by a good shepherd is to ‘lie down’ in the ‘gateway’ of a
small, low fenced circle of stones to care for the sheep and protect them from harm.
The good shepherd was willing to fight to the death any wolf seeking to harm the
sheep. It was an expectation that a child who was looking after the sheep, if
attacked, was to show evidence of scratches or wolf fur to the family. Are you
willing to fight and protect God'’s family? Seek out the lost who have strayed? Stand
attentive to warn of dangerous influences?

‘Laying down one’s life’ is another scriptural picture of the way Jesus laid down his
life on the cross — as the good shepherd. Laying down and enduring a sleep-
shortened night is something parents do for love of their children. Knowing sheep
by name, sharing each day and providing nourishment and shelter. Can you see
similarities between parenthood and priesthood? Does ‘laying down your life’
appeal to you or frighten you? Does love lead you, or does fear fill you?

‘No one takes it from me, | lay it down on my own’. A vocation is something freely
chosen. We ‘hear’ the call of God through desire and attraction; we give ourselves
to walk the journey of discovery and we ‘take up’ what is involved, in faithfulness
to our personal calling. ‘Fear ... I'm not good enough ... | feel stuck ... I don’t know

. " are all human responses. Consider reflecting on the document ‘Discerning
your vocation’ to show your willingness to take a further step towards God’s call.
Go to: http://livingtheword.org.nz/resources/ for further information.
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Pope Francis’ Teaching on the Liturgy — Desiderio Desideravi (continued)

Let us return to the cenacle in Jerusalem. On the morning of Pentecost the Church is born, the initial
cell of the new humanity. Only the community of men and women — reconciled because pardoned, alive
because He is alive, true because dwelt in by the Spirit of Truth — can open the cramped space of
spiritual individualism.

It is the community of Pentecost that is able to break the Bread in the certain knowledge that the Lord is
alive, risen from the dead, present with his Word, with his gestures, with the offering of His Body and
His Blood. From that moment on the celebration became the privileged place — though not the only one
— of an encounter with Him. We know that only thanks to the grace of this encounter does a human
being become fully human. Only the Church of Pentecost can conceive of the human being as a person,
open to a full relationship with God, with creation, and with one’s brothers and sisters.

In this is posed the decisive question of liturgical formation. Romano Guardini says, “Here too the first
practical task is indicated: carried along by this inner transformation of our time, we must learn anew
how to relate religiously as fully human beings.” This is what the Liturgy makes possible.

Liturgy is about praise, about rendering thanks for the Passover of the Son whose power reaches our
lives. The celebration concerns the reality of our being docile to the action of the Spirit, who operates
through it until Christ be formed in us. (Cf. Gal 4:19) The full extent of our formation is our conformation
to Christ. | repeat: it does not have to do with an abstract mental process, but with becoming Him. This
is the purpose for which the Spiritis given, whose action is always and only to confect the Body of Christ.
It is that way with the Eucharistic bread, and with every one of the baptised called to become always
more and more that which was received as a gift in Baptism; namely, being a member of the Body of
Christ. Leo the Great writes, “Our participation in the Body and Blood of Christ has no other end than to
make us become that which we eat.”

| cannot think of any more relevant sharing for this Sunday, as we reflect on the transformative
power of our Easter faith and commission today two new Extraordinary Lay Ministers of the
Eucharist for our community. Through Jesus’ resurrection, we are called to participate in a
mystery, which is simply mind-blowing, for Jesus’ resurrection is our resurrection, our entry into
the new humanity, the new creation, destined for all humanity, by our loving God.

John P Murray osa
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CALENDAR

MONDAY
April 22
Easter Weekday
Acts 11:1-18
Jn10:1-10

TUESDAY
April 23
Faster Weekday
Acts 11:19-26
Jn 10:22-30

WEDNESDAY
April 24
Easter Weekday
Acts 12:24-13:5a
Jn 12:44-50

THURSDAY
April 25
St. Mark,
Evangelist

1Pt5:5b-14

Mk 16:15-20

FRIDAY
April 26
Easter Weekday
Acts 13:26-33
Jn14:1-6
SATURDAY
April 27
Faster Weekday
Acts 13:44-52
Jn14:7-14

SUNDAY
April 28
Fifth Sunday
of Easter
Acts ¢:26-31
1Jn3:18-24
Jn15:1-8

COMMUNION

We are the Body of Christ. This is who we are as Church. It is our
profound mystery that we take and eat, take and drink at Communion.
In doing so, we give expression to our identity.

If we are not in communion with the Catholic Church, it makes no
logical sense for those to receive because simply, it is not their
identity.

If you are Buddhist, from another Christian tradition or just our
welcome guest, please feel free to come forward, not to receive
communion but to ask for a blessing.

The simple practice of asking for a blessing is through the bodily
posture of bowing one’s head and crossing one’s arms across one’s
chest when before the minister distributing communion.

If you are a parent with a child not receiving Communion, please take
personal responsibility in asking the minister for a blessing for your
child.

John P. Murray osa
Pastoral Leader, 10 am Mass Community
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Dear Padre

April 21, 2024

My son was raised Catholic and still
claims he is Catholic, but he and his wife
go to a Protestant church. How should |
deal with my frustration?

Many parents and grandparents today share your
frustration. They raised their children Catholic,
maybe even sent them to Catholic schools, but
the children have grown up and chosen not to
continue to be faithful Catholics. A recent survey
showed that nine out of ten people say they be-
lieve in God, but often they are not committed
to a single religion or house of worship. About
half of the people questioned attend religious
services less than once a month, or never. The
loyalty to one Church that was evident in our own
lives, or in our parents’ and grandparents’ lives,
is lacking in today’s people under age fifty-five.

What can one do about this situation? Certain-
ly pray for your children and continue to give a
good example through your own loyalty to the
Catholic Church and attendance at Sunday Mass.
Invite your son and his wife to attend with you
when they visit. As your children age, they may
become more interested in your family’s history
and traditions, and the religion of their childhood
may again appear attractive. Try to be patient
and continue to pray that your children will return
to the Church of their roots. @

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org
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HOLY
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory. Hosanna!
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna
in the highest.
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

DOXOLOGY |[gR= 1=y y\[»)

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

GREAT AMEN
Amen. Amen. Amen.

COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (No. 387)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the
help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await
the blessed hope and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (2
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION: PSALM 23: SHEPHERD ME, O GOD (No. 35)
FINAL: ALLELUIA NO.1 (No.524) [GR=X1=4SyP\Iv)

4" SUNDAY OF EASTER (Year B)
Sunday, 21 April 2024

ENTRANCE: ALLELUIA, CHRIST IS RISEN (No. 518) [N=¥SI=gSy¥A\Iy)

INTRODUCTORY RITE

Priest: | confess to almighty God,
All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my

words, in what | have done, and in what | have failed to do;
—and, striking their breast, they say —

Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Therefore | ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
All: Amen.

KYRIE, ELEISON / LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie, eléison, (2); Christe, eléison, (2); Kyrie, eléison, (2).
GLORY TO GOD

Refrain: Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth, peace on earth, peace to people of good will.
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us,
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand, the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R)

FIRST READING: Acts 4:8-12

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said: "Leaders of the people and elders: If we are being examined
today about a good deed done to a cripple, namely, by what means he was saved, then all of you

and all the people of Israel should know that it was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean whom
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead; in his name this man stands before you healed. He
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is the stone rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. There is no salvation
through anyone else, nor is there any other name under heaven given to the human race by which
we are to be saved."
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 118: THE STONE REJECTED BY THE BUILDERS
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R. The stone re-ject-ed by the build-ers has be-come the cor-ner-stone.

1. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes. (R)
2. 1 will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have been my savior.
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes. (R)
3. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD;
we bless you from the house of the LORD.
| will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have been my savior.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his kindness endures forever. (R)

SECOND READING: 1Jn 3:1-2
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John:

Beloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God.
Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we
are God's children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is
revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA: |[JRSI=ESra\Ie;
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. (Repeat)

All: | am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
| know my sheep, and mine know me.

GOSPEL: Jn 10:11-18

Priest: The Lord be with you.
Priest: A reading from the Good News according to John.

Jesus said: "I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired
man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves

All: And with your spirit.
All: Glory to you, Lord.
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the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is because he works for
pay and has no concern for the sheep. | am the good shepherd, and | know mine and mine know
me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | will lay down my life for the sheep. |
have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also | must lead, and they will hear my
voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because | lay
down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. |
have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again. This command | have received from my
Father."

Priest: The Good News of the Lord.

PLEASE BE SEATED

THE APOSTLES’ CREED [(R=VxS{=gSyF2\\Ib)

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Priest: | believe in God,

All: the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL.:

“Shepherding God, hear our prayer”

PLEASE BE SEATED

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY: THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS (No. 712)
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER




	4th SUNDAY OF EASTER (Year B)
	Sunday, 21 April 2024
	THE LORD’S PRAYER  (No. 387)
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tem...
	A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:
	A reading from the first Letter of Saint John:

