LIVINGTHEWORD

Ezekiel was a priest and a Prophet, with his people in exile in Babylon. Jewish people
had a deep sense that sins of their ancestors had caused their current situation (in
exile away from home and their sacred Temple in Jerusalem). It was easy for them
to blame others for their current situation. They ‘blamed’ God that this exile was
‘unfair’. Ezekiel invites them to take personal responsibility for sin. Turn to virtue, do
what is right and just. This is the way forward. God will teach us and lead us home.
Is there an attitude in your life of ‘blame’ rather than ‘taking responsibility’? Blame
leads to death. Responsibility leads to life. What change do you need to make?

St Paul invites disciples to have the one essential attitude that will maintain unity:
humility. Giving up an attitude of having special rights. Power. Influence. Can you
think of a situation in which being humble would have saved a meeting, argument,
relationship? How could you become more ‘humble’?

Jesus has now arrived in Jerusalem. Angry at his emptying of the Temple, the
religious leaders challenge his actions and authority to teach. Jesus responds. Pious
words and lip-service is easy. To be true children of God requires actions of doing
the will of the Father. In your own self-assessment, how large is the gap between
your profession of faith and the practice of your faith? In what area of your life is
more ‘action’ required? What would motivate you to action?

Anyone can talk holiness, but it is quite another thing to live it. Consider someone in
your life who ‘talks the talk and walks the walk’ of their Christian faith. How do they
inspire your journey? How could you follow their example?

Both sons’ responses hurt the father. No one here is perfect. Jesus understands a
priority for Jewish people is to show ‘honour’. The son who said ‘Yes, sir' was
honourable in front of the father but it was soon revealed as empty and meaningless.
Honour is shown ultimately in real obedience. What will it mean for you to ‘walk the
talk’ in obedience this week? Consider writing it down.

A requirement for tax collectors to be truly repentant and ‘right with God’ was to repay
money to those who had been ‘over-taxed’. However, it was impossible for them to
know and remember all the people they had wrongly taxed. Tax collectors felt
helpless and stuck in a situation of never feeling they could be forgiven by God.
Jesus reveals this is not the case. God welcomes those who turn to him. Do you
know someone who needs help to hope and believe in God'’s forgiveness? Consider
praying a special prayer for them.
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The Sign of the Cross is our foundation. It tells us who we are and how we understand our lives. We
see our life to be founded and rooted in God, Creator, Father; we walk in the pathway marked out for
us by Jesus, the eternal Son of the Father; we have within us the company and power of the Holy Spirit,
the eternal love which flows between Father and Son and surges into our lives by God’s gift. This is
who we are, not just individually but together, as the community of the Church. It is not easy to put this
fundamental reality into practice. Our mission, through baptism, is to make visible this saving truth,
each day, in every circumstance, fulfilled or failed by what we say and do.

In the last two years, Pope Francis has been calling us to be renewed in this mission. He wants us to
rediscover our life in the Church as a communion of life with God and with one another, opened up for
us through the Sacraments, those outward signs of inward grace. Furthermore, he wants us to be a
sacrament for the whole world, the outward sign that leads people to the inward grace of faith in Jesus
Christ, known and lived within the communion of the Church.

The method chosen by Pope Francis for this reawakening is his insistence that we learn to listen more
closely to one another; that we are ready to work out, prayerfully, what we need to do to fulfil this
mission; that we seek to enhance our service of others, acknowledging that every single person is
endowed with gifts and abilities for this work. All this goes by way of the Synodal pathway.

A further Synod of Bishops on Synodality takes place this month. This is not an ecclesiastical UN
Assembly, nor a Church parliament or convention. In the words of Pope Francis, it is to be ‘a grace-
filled event, a process of healing guided by the Holy Spirit’, a setting out on a journey ‘with the Lord
always coming to meet us’. Its overall aim has been clearly set out. How can we become a listening
Church, one that is profoundly open to all, humble and seeking forgiveness? Can we be a Church of
encounter and dialogue which seeks to hold together, often in tension, fidelity to the truth expressed in
her teaching and a compassionate love for every person? How can we be a Church of deep respect
for all that is truly human, seeking to bring the gifts and talents of every person into the mission given
by Christ? How can we be a Church which is constantly restless because we are incomplete, yet a sign
and instrument of the union of all with God?

The Synod must consider how we become a truly missionary Church. How can we be more attentive
to each other? How can we listen with our hearts to the distress and the joy of those around us? How
can we make our community more welcoming? How can we find ways of enabling the talents and
abilities of everyone to become part of our outreach, of that invitation to know the Lord?
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HOSPITALITY

Communion

We are the Body of Christ. This is who we are as Church. It is our
profound mystery that we take and eat, take and drink at Communion.
In doing so, we give expression to our identity.

If we are not in communion with the Catholic Church, it makes no
logical sense for those to receive because simply, it is not their
identity.

If you are Buddhist, from another Christian tradition or just our
welcome guest, please feel free to come forward, not to receive
communion but to ask for a blessing.

The simple practice of asking for a blessing is through the bodily
posture of bowing one’s head and crossing one’s arms across one’s
chest when before the minister distributing communion.

If you are a parent with a child not receiving Communion, please take
personal responsibility in asking the minister for a blessing for your
child.

John P. Murray osa
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Dear Padre

October 1, 2023

Where does Church teaching on angels
come from? Where did we get their
division into classes and the concept of
the guardian angel?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that
the existence of angels is “a truth of faith” known
in both Scripture and Tradition (CCC 328). Here is
an ancient definition: An angel is a mighty, con-
centrated personality standing in God's pres-
ence, ready to do his bidding instantly.

Jesus famously speaks of what we take to be
the guardian angels of children. He says the an-
gels of these children always look on the face of
God (see Matthew 18:10). Angels took care of Je-
sus (see Matthew 4:11).

The Church understands angels to be spir-
its. Angel means “messenger,” and angels are
servants of God. Different classes of angels are
mentioned in the Bible (for example, Ephesians
1:21 and 3:10, and Colossians 1:16). We speak of
Michael, Raphael, and Gabriel as archangels be-
cause the jobs God gave them to do were so im-
portant.

The Church holds that Satan is a fallen angel
(CCC 391). Jesus tells us Satan “was a murderer
from the beginning and does not stand in truth,
because there is no truth in him” (John 8:44). @
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

HOLY (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 5)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. |[QE=EY]SgqNS=I

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 5)
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

DOXOLOGY |[gR= 1=y y\[»)

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

GREAT AMEN (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 6)
Amen. Amen. Amen.

COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (No. 387)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the
help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await
the blessed hope and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

LAMB OF GOD (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 6)

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (Repeat)
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. [JRFSISHQISSR

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION HYMN: TAKE AND EAT (No. 950)
FINAL HYMN: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST, OUR SAVIOUR (No. 596)

PLEASE STAND

26" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year A)
Sunday, 1 October 2023

ENTRANCE HYMN: PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY (No. 616) [{N=7¥S1=gS1F.\\Ib)
INTRODUCTORY RITE

Priest: | confess to almighty God,
All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my

words, in what | have done, and in what | have failed to do;
—and, striking their breast, they say —

Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Therefore | ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
All: Amen.

KYRIE, ELEISON / LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie, eléison, (2); Christe, eléison, (2); Kyrie, eléison, (2).
GLORY TO GOD (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 3)

Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, on earth peace to people of good will.
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. (R)
2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercyu on us,
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayers;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. (R)
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R)

FIRST READING: Ez 18:25-28
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel:

Thus says the LORD: You say, "The LORD's way is not fair!" Hear now, house of Israel: Is it my
way that is unfair, or rather, are not your ways unfair? When someone virtuous turns away from
virtue to commit iniquity, and dies, it is because of the iniquity he committed that he must die. But
if he turns from the wickedness he has committed, and does what is right and just, he shall preserve
his life; since he has turned away from all the sins that he has committed, he shall surely live, he
shall not die.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 25: REMEMBER YOUR MERCIES, O LORD
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1. Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; teach me your paths,
guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my savior. (R)
2. Remember that your compassion, O LORD, and your love are from of old.
The sins of my youth and my frailties remember not; in your kindness remember me,
because of your goodness, O LORD. (R)
3. Good and upright is the LORD; thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice, and teaches the humble his way. (R)

SECOND READING: Phil 2:1-11
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians:

Brothers and sisters: If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation
in the Spirit, any compassion and mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the
same love, united in heart, thinking one thing. Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory;
rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not for his own
interests, but also for those of others.

Have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus, Who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 4)
PLEASE STAND

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. (Repeat)

All: My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
| know them, and they follow me.

GOSPEL: Mt 21:28-32

Priest: The Lord be with you.
Priest: A reading from the Good News according to Matthew.

All: And with your spirit.
All: Glory to you, Lord.

-
——

[3]

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: "What is your opinion? A man had two
sons. He came to the first and said, 'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.' He said in reply,
‘I will not," but afterwards changed his mind and went. The man came to the other son and gave
the same order. He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, 'but did not go. Which of the two did his father's will?"
They answered, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Amen, | say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes
are entering the kingdom of God before you. When John came to you in the way of righteousness,
you did not believe him; but tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that, you did
not later change your minds and believe him."

Priest: The Good News of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PLEASE BE SEATED

THE APOSTLES’' CREED [(N=VxSI=gS3F\\Ib)

Priest: | believe in God,

All: the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:

“Guide us by your word, O God.”

PLEASE BE SEATED

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY HYMN: SOFTLY AND TENDERLY JESUS IS CALLING (No. 963)
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.
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