LIVINGTHEWORD

Many feel displaced from Church and Sacraments due to the pandemic. God feeling
'distant’ is a common spiritual experience. The words of Isaiah may help. He speaks and
writes to God'’s people feeling distant and away from home. They are refugees in Babylon
and their Jerusalem Temple has been demolished, so they cannot go back to Jerusalem
or the Temple. Isaiah invites us to look inward, seek the Lord where he may be found — in
your heart. How can you allow more time to stop and listen to your spirit and to God in daily
life?

Paul is writing from prison. He may be put to death. He has choices: he could argue with
Roman authorities that he has been unjustly treated and begin a legal battle, or he could
be passive and let God's plan unfold. He is torn in two directions. Have you experienced
being torn between two good options? What was the outcome for you? An earthquake and
conversion of the jailer provides the way forward for Paul. Talk to God about what you need
to be able to trust God’s providence and guidance for your life.

Workers would stand in the middle of town as labour pool waiting to be selected for jobs.
In the midday heat, not having been given a job, many would walk home downcast. What
do you think those labourers felt? In desperation some continue to stay until after 4pm!
What strikes you most about the landowner’s (God's) behaviour?

This “Labourers in the Vineyard” parable could be the parable of the ‘Generous
Landowner’. It is only in the Gospel of Matthew. That Christian community was Jewish but
gradually swelled with Gentile converts. Jews who had served long in faithful obedience to
the Law now saw Gentiles coming in at the last ‘hour’ and receiving the same ‘reward’.
They were upset. God seems almost ludicrously generous. Who do you identify with in the
parable? What is your emotional response to the parable and why? Consider both the
practical aspects of it for today as well as its eternal life message?

The landowner’s (God’s) generosity creates a problem then and now (for us). The world’s
expectation is strict justice. More hours worked = more money. Fewer hours worked = less
money. Does this build a ‘just society'? Why is justice easier to manage than mercy? Why
is it easier to be legal than loving? Does it mean that we give up control of destiny and
judgment? Why should everyone receive a ‘just wage'? How would you describe the
difference between equality and equity?

God's ways are different from worldly ways. As someone building the ‘kingdom of God’,
how are you called to be like the landowner? How can you establish true justice and equity
within your sphere of influence? Why is it easier to maintain unjust structures/policies and
simply give to charity?
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World Day of Migrants and Refugees.

“For | was hungry and you gave me food,

| was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,

| was a stranger and you welcomed me,

| was naked and you gave me clothing,

| was sick and you took care of me,

I was in prison and you visited me” (Mt 25:35-36).

These words are a constant admonition to see in the migrant not simply
a brother or sister in difficulty,

but Christ himself, who knocks at our door.

Prayer:

God, Father Almighty,

grant us the grace to work tirelessly

for justice, solidarity and peace,

so that all your children may enjoy

the freedom to choose whether to migrate or to stay.

Grant us the courage to denounce

all the horrors of our world,

and to combat every injustice

that mars the beauty of your children
and the harmony of our common home.

Sustain us by the power of your Spirit,

so that we can reflect your tender love

to every migrant whom you place in our path,
and to spread in hearts and in every situation
the culture of encounter and of care.

From Message of Pope Francis for this day in the Church.



CALENDAR

MONDAY
September 25
Weekday
Ezr 1:1-6
Lk 8:16-18
TUESDAY
September 26
Weekday
Ezr6:7-8,
12b, 14-20
Lk 8:19-21
WEDNESDAY
September 27
St Vincent de Paul,
Priest
Ezr 9:5-9
Lk 9:1-6
THURSDAY
September 28
Weekday
Hg 1:1-8
Lk 9:7-9
FRIDAY
September 29
Sts. Michael,
Gabriel, and
Raphael,
Archangels
Dn7:9-10,13-14
orRv 12:7-12a
Jn 1:.47-51
SATURDAY
September 30
St Jerome,
Priest and Doctor
of the Church
Jec2:5-9 14-15a
Lk 9:43b-45
SUNDAY
October 1
Twenty-sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Ez18:25-28
Phil 2:1-11 0r 2:1-5
Mt 21:28-32

HOSPITALITY

Communion

We are the Body of Christ. This is who we are as Church. It is our
profound mystery that we take and eat, take and drink at Communion.
In doing so, we give expression to our identity.

If we are not in communion with the Catholic Church, it makes no
logical sense for those to receive because simply, it is not their
identity.

If you are Buddhist, from another Christian tradition or just our
welcome guest, please feel free to come forward, not to receive
communion but to ask for a blessing.

The simple practice of asking for a blessing is through the bodily
posture of bowing one’s head and crossing one’s arms across one’s
chest when before the minister distributing communion.

If you are a parent with a child not receiving Communion, please take
personal responsibility in asking the minister for a blessing for your
child.

John P. Murray osa
Pastoral Leader, 10 am Mass Community

Our website:
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Dear Padre

September 24, 2023

When can | take photographs in church?
During my niece’s baptism, | was told to put
my camera away. We have a confirmation
and a wedding coming up, and | don’t want
to get in trouble again.

Reverence and courtesy are the issues here. Rev-
erence keeps in mind that what is real about bap-
tism and all the sacraments does not come out in
photos. Courtesy notes that other folks are trying
to enter into the awe and joy of the mystery, and
people taking photographs can get in the way or
distract.

Parishes differ in rules and regulations. Many
parishes prohibit the taking of pictures. Certain-
ly taking flash pictures is annoying in a way that
taking available-light photos is not. But even with
nonflash pictures, the photographer is trying to
get around people and into a good spot.

Weddings call for photos from approved pho-
tographers. In most United States cultures, pho-
tos at funeral Masses are out of place. However,
there are exceptions, such as the situation of an
infirm woman who was unable to attend her sis-
ter's funeral. She was extremely upset until her
niece thought to record it with her phone. The
pastor had no problem with this solution.

No matter what the situation, it is always best
to check with the parish office before the event.
If it is permitted, get a few good pictures and
then be sure to close your eyes in prayer so you
can see what is really going on. @

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

HOLY (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 5)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. |[QE=EY]SgqNS=I

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 5)
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

DOXOLOGY |[gR= 1=y y\[»)

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

GREAT AMEN (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 6)
Amen. Amen. Amen.

COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (No. 387)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil; graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the
help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await
the blessed hope and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

LAMB OF GOD (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 6)

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (Repeat)
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. [JRFSISHQISSR

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION HYMN: PAN DE VIDA (No. 920)
FINAL HYMN: LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH (No. 829)

PLEASE STAND

251" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year A)
Sunday, 24 September 2023

ENTRANCE HYMN: WE PRAISE YOU (No. 617) [{N=1¥S1=gSipa\Ib)
INTRODUCTORY RITE

Priest: | confess to almighty God,
All: and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my

words, in what | have done, and in what | have failed to do;
—and, striking their breast, they say —

Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Therefore | ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
All: Amen.

KYRIE, ELEISON / LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie, eléison, (2); Christe, eléison, (2); Kyrie, eléison, (2).
GLORY TO GOD (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 3)

Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, on earth peace to people of good will.
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. (R)
2. Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercyu on us,
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayers;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. (R)
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R)

FIRST READING: Is 55:6-9
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah:

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near. Let the scoundrel forsake his
way, and the wicked his thoughts; let him turn to the LORD for mercy; to our God, who is generous
in forgiving. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways and my
thoughts above your thoughts.

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 145: THE LORD IS NEAR
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The Lord is near to al  who call up-on hirmn.

1. Every day will | bless you, and | will praise your name forever and ever.

Great is the LORD and highly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. (R)
2. The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness.

The LORD is good to all and compassionate toward all his works. (R)
3. The LORD is justin all his ways and holy in all his works.

The LORD is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in truth. (R)

SECOND READING: Phil 1:20c-24, 27a
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians:

Brothers and sisters: Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me
life is Christ, and death is gain. If | go on living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. And |
do not know which | shall choose. | am caught between the two. | long to depart this life and be
with Christ, for that is far better. Yet that | remain in the flesh is more necessary for your benefit.

Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ.
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA (SMALL BLUE BOOKLET PAGE 4)
PLEASE STAND

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. (Repeat)
All: Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son.
GOSPEL: Mt 20:1-16

Priest: The Lord be with you.
Priest: A reading from the Good News according to Matthew.

All: And with your spirit.
All: Glory to you, Lord.

Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at
dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent
them into his vineyard. Going out about nine o'clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in
the marketplace, and he said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard, and | will give you what is
just." So they went off. And he went out again around noon, and around three o'clock, and did
likewise. Going out about five o'clock, the landowner found others standing around, and said to
them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?' They answered, 'Because no one has hired us.' He
said to them, '"You too go into my vineyard.' When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said
to his foreman, 'Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending
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with the first." When those who had started about five o'clock came, each received the usual daily
wage. So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, but each of them also
got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last
ones worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day's burden and
the heat.' He said to one of them in reply, 'My friend, | am not cheating you. Did you not agree
with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if | wish to give this last one
the same as you? Or am | not free to do as | wish with my own money? Are you envious because
| am generous?' Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Priest: The Good News of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PLEASE BE SEATED

THE APOSTLES’' CREED [(N=VxSI=gS3F\\Ib)

Priest: | believe in God,

All: the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

RESPONSE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL.:
“Lord, help us to create a community of love and respect.”

PLEASE BE SEATED

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS
OFFERTORY HYMN: SHEPHERD ME, O GOD (No. 35)
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
Priest: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.
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